
Looking Good
Children living in rural areas in the early 1900s did not have many clothes.  Most only had two outifts; one 
for everyday work and one for special occassions.  On school days, students wore their special out�t, and 
tried to look nice for their teacher.

Even though they wanted to look nice, school children still had to dress appropriately for a long walk to 
school.  Getting to school in the 1900s was di�erent than how you might get to school today.  There were 
very few cars in rural America, so most children walked to school, even though it might have been a far 
distance.  If a child was very lucky, they might get to ride the family horse to school! 

Many children wore walking boots with steel toes, which kept their boots from wearing out too fast.  
Boys wore thick, knitted socks to protect their feet from blisters and keep their feet warm in the winter.  
All children wore wide hats to protect themselves from the sun.

Children living in rural areas wore mostly clothes homemade by their mothers.  Often clothes were made 
out of any material that families could �nd.  Most shirts, trousers and dresses were made out of light-
weight cloth.  but some were made out of old �our or vegetable sacks!    

Which would you choose?  Pick out an out�t that you think would be appropriate for going to school in the early 
1900s.  Read the questions and circle your answer.  

Which hat would 
protect you from 
the sun while 
walking to 
school?

Children had to 
walk a long way 
to school.  What 
would you wear 
on your feet?

Most clothes were 
homemade in the 
early 1900s.  
Which pants 
would you wear?

Dresses made in 
the early 1900s 
were simple and 
plain. Which dress 
would you wear?

Name ________________________________________________


