Our Favorite Books: Reading List

Want to read with your child but overwhelmed by how many books there are to choose from?  Here is a list of some of our Favorite Reads.  Although the books have a designated age-appropriateness level, these are classic books that will be enjoyed by children of any age.  Check back every few weeks for updated literacy suggestions.  Enjoy!

Frog and Toad series
by Arnold Lobel 

Any of the Frog and Toad books are worth reading to or with your child.   Join these two best friends as they write letters, fly a kite, plant a garden and go on many adventures together.  Arnold Lobel’s simple illustrations integrate easily with the text.
Read Aloud: Age 5.  Read Alone: Ages 6-9. 


Curious George
by H.A. Rey
Curious George has been a classic for decades – with good reason.  George is forever getting into mischief of one kind or another, children love to read and imagine his silly antics that somehow always make him a hero in the end.  Curious George Goes to the Hospital, Curious George Rides a Bike and Curious George Gets a Medal are some of our favorites. 
Read Aloud: Age 5. Read Alone: Ages 6-9. 
Where the Wild Things Are
by Maurice Sendak  

Pull on your wolf suit and join Max on his imaginative adventure to the place where the Wild Things are.  Ask your child to act out the story as you go along for a rollicking good time.  Several pages are illustrations only, allowing your child to add to the story itself.  This story makes making mischief of one kind or another kind of fun!
Read Aloud: Age 5.  Read Alone: Ages 6-9.


Bear Snores On
by Karma Wilson, illustrated by Jane Chapman 
Winter finds Bear hibernating in his cave.  One by one, his friends join him; making tea, popping corn and having a wonderful visit.  But Bear snores on.  Beautiful illustrations add to the rhyming text.  Your child will love saying the lines along with you.
Read Aloud: Age 5.  Read Alone: Ages 6-9. 

The Mouse and the Motorcycle
by Beverly Cleary
Ralph is not an ordinary mouse.  He lives in a small knothole inside an old inn where nothing much happens.  But Ralph dreams of the excitement and thrills that he hopes one day might occur.  One day all of his dreams come true when a guest brings a toy motorcycle to the inn.  Your child will thrill right along with Ralph as he gets his first taste of danger and adventure!
Read Aloud: Age 6-7.  Read Alone: 8-12.

Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day
by Judith Viorst, illustrated by Ray Cruz  

Children will certainly be able to relate to poor Alexander when his day starts bad and gets progressively worse as the day goes on. From the moment Alexander wakes up, with gum in his hair, to the disappointment of not getting a surprise in his cereal box, Alexander will keep your laughing as he complains about his horrible day. 
Read Aloud: Age 5-6.  Read Alone: 6-9.

Charlotte's Web
by E.B. White, illustrated by Garth Williams 
Another classic tale of companionship and what it means to be a true friend.  Endearing characters such as Wilbur, Charlotte, Templeton and Fern help your child see the meaning of friendship from many angles.  Read the book and then watch the movie – discuss with your child how the movie was different from the book and which version they preferred!
Read Aloud: Age 5.  Read Alone: 8-12. 


Green Eggs and Ham
by Dr. Seuss 
A wonderfully illustrated book, the rhyming text will have your child saying the lines along with you, making cognitive connections between the written word and the oral sound it makes.  Many laughs will ensue from this truly zany book.  
Read Aloud: Age 5.  Read Alone: 6-9.


Mr. Popper's Penguins
by Richard and Florence Atwater, illustrated by Robert Lawson  
Although written in the 1930s, Mr. Poppers Penguins is a delightful tale even today.  Some of the text is a bit outdated, but the hilarious antics of Mr. Popper and his penguins more than make up for a little confusion.  A perfect tale to spark imagination of how wonderful it would be to have an unusual pet in the house.
Read Aloud: Ages 5-8.  Read Alone: Ages 7-12.
