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Walk to School

Getting to school in the 1900s was different than how you might get to school today. There were very
few cars in rural America, so most children walked to school, even though it might have been a far
distance. Sometimes students were able to hitch a ride on a neighbor’s wagon. If a child was very lucky,
they might get to ride the family horse to school!

Children would take the shortest route to school possible, even if that meant cutting through fields and
woods or across farms. Sometimes students would have to cross creeks or small rivers in order to get to
school.

There were few roads in the early 1900s, and many of those roads were made of dirt. Imagine walking
miles to school after a heavy rainfall when all those dirt roads would have turned into mud. What would
it be like to walk to school while it was snowing and freezing cold? Students in the early 1900s had to

make these choices every school year. If they did not walk, they did not go to school.
\ J

Take a walk to school with a friend! Since there are no
roads, you have to take a path through the woods. Watch
out for mud puddles, sticks, poison ivy and any other
dangerous things you might encounter on your journey!

Cut out the
characters and fold
them along the
black line. Place
them at START. Roll
a dice (you have to
get your own) and
move that number
of spaces towards
the SCHOOL. If you
land on a square
with a €4, you have
to move backwards
on your next turn. If
you land on a mud
puddle, you lose
one turn. Watch out
for poison ivy! If
you land on a leaf,
you have to move
back one space!
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